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October 27, 2021 
 
Dear Lancaster City Schools’ Families: 
 
We appreciate your ongoing patience, support, and cooperation as the COVID pandemic continues. The health and 
safety of our schools and community have always been a high priority for Lancaster City Schools. As we have 
expressed over the past 18 months, we have relied on data and our public health partners to help us make COVID-
related decisions. 
 

Based on new guidelines from the Ohio Department of Health and a significant reduction in positive cases throughout 
the district and within our community, we will be making a change to our masking requirements. Students and staff 
will no longer be required to wear a mask while in school buildings in grades PreK-8. Wearing a mask is still 
highly recommended and is still required on all bus transportation. This change will take effect on Thursday, 
October 28, 2021. 
 

The new guidelines from ODH will allow students to remain in school if they follow a few simple procedures outlined 
below. (These guidelines only apply to a school exposure. Students exposed outside of school will still need  
to quarantine at home.) 
 

Individuals who are identified as a direct contact of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 will be notified by 
district staff. We will provide you with detailed information regarding the procedures you must follow to allow your child 
to remain in school and/or participate in extracurricular activities. 
 

If your child does not self-quarantine (at home) and returns to school after receiving notice of being a direct contact, the 
district requires the following for a 14-day period following the date of last exposure:  

 

 The student must not be experiencing symptoms of COVID-19;  

 The student must continue to conduct daily symptom checks at home with their parent/guardian for the 
14-day period following the exposure;  

 The student must wear a face mask indoors during the school day and during extracurricular sports and 
activities (when possible). 

 

In addition, it is recommended that the student have a direct contact test for COVID-19 on day 2 after the last exposure 
and then take a second test on day 5, 6, or 7 following exposure. If you elect to test only once, testing during the day 
5-7 period is recommended. Free at-home rapid test kits will be provided by the school to be administered at home by 
an adult and proctored using the online service as long as supplies are available from local and state health officials. 
 

Any student who becomes symptomatic will continue to be subject to exclusion from school unless an alternate 
diagnosis is provided by a medical professional. Any student who tests positive will continue to be excluded from 
school in accordance with requirements from health officials. Any student absences that result from self-isolation or 
quarantine will be recorded as an excused absence. 
 

I anticipate we will continue to receive updated information from local and state health and governmental officials. As 
we are informed of these changes, I will continue to provide you with updated information to ensure the health and 
safety of our students, staff, and families.  
 

Thank you for your continued partnership as we traverse this ever-changing landscape together. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Nathan Hale, Superintendent

Nathan Hale, Superintendent of Schools 
Lee Ann Haight, Administrative Assistant 

 


